 GUIDANCE FOR USE OF MOBILE PHONES
Schools, Youth Service groups and Outdoor Learning employees should be clear on their own policy regarding the use of mobile phones on educational visits. This applies to pupils, Teachers, Youth Workers and Tutors. There is no doubt that mobile phones offer an increased safety element to group and personal safety however there is also no doubt that this is only the case if used appropriately and responsibly. 

Best practice would be for staff to carry mobile phones as part of their agreed emergency procedures. Contingencies must be made for those times where technology fails, signals are unavailable or battery life runs out.

There is a strong case for restricting and discouraging the use of phones by pupils, Teachers, Youth Workers and Tutors on visits, highlighted in the few points below: 


Outdoor Learning employees, Schools, Youth Service, Parents, Guardians, Carers, Young People and Pupils should be aware of:

· The issues surrounding phones and their use/abuse to make video clips and photographic images. - Parents and Teachers should be especially aware that come of these images could be of inappropriate behaviour and may be posted to social networking sites such as You Tube.  This is perceived as a potential problem for educational visits and residential programmes.

· Noise pollution and disturbance during activities, in public places, and at other allocated times.

· The danger of pupils or young people, in the event of an accident or incident, of making an instant response call to family or friends without first checking with the visit leader or responsible adult. There have been several cases of parents worrying unnecessarily after receiving inaccurate information or emotive phone calls. Media implications will also exist with this scenario.

· The increased cost of outgoing and incoming mobile phone calls, text messages and multi-media messages when outside of the UK.  Phone cards are available at most venues and are a relatively inexpensive alternative.

· Outdoor learning sessions may well be compromised, from a safety and ‘duty of care’ point of view, if staff or participants phones are switched ‘on’ during activities and contact time. Staff may wish to arrange pre-determined check-in or contact times with each other, or a base contact, if this is felt necessary. Two-way radios will often be used as a preferred method of communication between staff for certain activities (limited in terms of range and technology).
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